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August 18, 2009

Dear Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and members of the UN Security Council:
The plight of Nobel Laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi who is newly sentenced to another 18 months of house arrest should be an embarrassment to the United Nations and to all justice-loving peoples around the world.  We, the fellow Nobel Laureates of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, feel a special bond and a special responsibility to see that she is released immediately, without any conditions, and that her safety is guaranteed by the Burmese government. Her continued detention poses a grave threat to the stability of Burma and all of its neighbours.

We respectfully urge you, Mr. Ban Ki-moon and your fellow members of the Security Council, to act with the utmost haste to resolve the current situation and obtain her unconditional release.  We are pleased that you traveled to Burma to meet Than Swe and hope that you will follow up that trip with visits to the leaders of countries such as China, Japan, Russia and India who might also be able to help to secure her freedom.

We Nobel Laureates stand ready to help in whatever way we can to achieve Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s release. We seek your advice as to how we might be most effective in supporting your efforts.

On behalf of the undersigned 203 Nobel Laureates



Yours sincerely,








Sir Richard Roberts Ph.D., F.R.S.



1993 Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine



Chief Scientific Officer, New England Biolabs 
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