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The Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK), also known as the People's Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI), is the largest and most organized opposition movement in Iran. It has broad social support within the country and growing international recognition as the most viable alternative to the current theocracy. The MEK seeks to replace the dictatorship with a democratic, secular, pluralistic and non-nuclear republic that respects human rights and peaceful co-existence with other nations.

The MEK has figured prominently in policy equations between Tehran and western governments since the 1980s when it launched a nationwide resistance against the theocracy's brutal suppression. The terrorist designation of the MEK by the United States, the United Kingdom and the European Union was a byproduct of the policy of rapprochement with Tehran. In 2008, the Wall Street Journal reported, for example, “Iranian officials for years have made suppression of the MEK a priority in negotiations with Western governments over Tehran’s nuclear program and other issues, according to several diplomats who were involved in those talks.”

In the US, the MEK was formally designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) on October 8, 1997 after Mohammad Khatami — wrongly perceived by some in the US as a “moderate” influence within the ruling establishment — became the Iranian regime’s president. Highlighting the political motivations animating the intent of the misleading label, in 1997, a senior Clinton administration official told the Los Angeles Times, “The inclusion of the People’s Mujahedin was intended as a goodwill gesture to Tehran and its newly elected president, Mohammed Khatami.”

The MEK’s blacklisting in the UK and the EU were also grounded in political and economic considerations. In an interview with the BBC radio in 2006, then British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw admitted that the UK designation of MEK was the result of demands made by the Iranian regime. He said, “The very first meeting I ever had with an Iranian Foreign Minister Colonel [Kamal] Kharazi, now over four years ago, I expressed very serious concern about Iran’s continued support for these terrorist organizations at the same time as they were demanding actually successfully of me when I was the Home Secretary that we should ban a terrorist organization MEK that was working against Iran.”

In October 2002, the Spanish ambassador to Iran said, “When Spain held EU’s Presidency, the two sides were able to resolve these differences. One of the major issues was including the People’s Mujahedin Organization in the list of terrorist groups by the EU.”

In this way, the regime gained the upper hand to launch a sophisticated misinformation campaign designed to demonize the MEK and thus weaken its most ardent opposition. The regime reaped the benefits of having the hands of its biggest enemy tied in the West, suppressing its opponents inside Iran, advancing its export of fundamentalism and terrorism and accelerating its nuclear weapons program. MEK supporters in the West were shut out of the political debate about Iran’s future as the regime's strategic threats to the US and the world multiplied exponentially.

The Iranian Resistance launched a major international legal battle against the politically motivated and unjust designation. In every court it presented its case, the MEK won decisively. In November 2007, in the United Kingdom, the Proscribed Organizations Appeal Commission (POAC) rejected the designation. Following eight days of hearing, three days of which was spent reviewing “classified material”, POAC ruled there was no evidence that the MEK “is concerned in terrorism." In May 2008, the Court of Appeals for England and Wales, presided over by Lord Nicholas Phillips of Worth Matravers, the Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, rejected an appeal by the British Government to an earlier unanimous decision by POAC. It ruled that the MEK was not concerned in terrorism. Based on these definitive judicial rulings, on June 24, 2008, the UK government had to officially remove the MEK from its terrorism list.

in December 2008, in a move unprecedented in the 56-year history of the Court of the First Instance of the European Union, a three-member panel of judges struck down the EU’s blacklisting of the MEK and ordered it to pay reparations to the group. The EU was forced to delist the MEK January 26, 2009.

On May 11, 2011, ten years after French authorities opened an investigation on the MEK, the Investigative Magistrate of Paris’ antiterrorism department issued an order dropping all charges of terrorism and financing of terrorism against the movement. The decision concluded that, after a thorough investigation, no evidence was found to support the alleged terrorism of the MEK. It further recognized the right to resist tyranny and said the activities of the MEK, even when it was engaged in a military campaign against the Iranian regime, fell within the ambit of legitimate resistance.

In June 2012, the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, announced a deadline of four months for the State Department to take action on the delisting of the main Iranian opposition Mujahedin-e Khalq (PMOI/MEK) as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO). Otherwise, it indicated that it would delist the MEK unilaterally. The unprecedented court ruling
 definitively rejected government claims that the MEK was involved in "terrorism." The State Department was forced to officially delist the resistance organization on September 28, 2012, ending a 15-year-long saga.

More broadly, developments regarding the MEK's designation showed that the policy of rapprochement with Tehran has failed strategically. The MEK should be seen for what it is: the most viable alternative to the murderous regime in Tehran whose modus operandi is to persistently create mayhem in the region. Concessions to the mullahs only emboldens them. It is high time for Washington to recognize the Iranian people's democratic aspirations and stand with their organized opposition for a free, secular and non-nuclear republic in Iran. 
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