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We, the undersigned Nobel Laureates, urgently call for the release of N95 masks from China to avoid unnecessary loss of human life and further spread of COVID19 infection, particularly among healthcare workers around the globe.  To turn the tide requires that 200 million masks be shipped immediately, with hundreds of millions of masks to follow, to the countries with the greatest need. We believe there is not a second to lose in asking that China and other countries join a universal effort to deliver these masks to the world.

Medical services are right now severely stressed and close to collapse in several European countries and may soon be in some parts of the USA. A main reason is the desperate need for protective gear. Focusing on N95 masks, doctors in China, Singapore and South Korea suffered no major health problems because they possessed the masks, whereas in Italy, reports show that infected doctors, lacking masks, suffered up to a 20% fatality rate. 

When the COVID19 crisis erupted last January in China, the rest of the world responded by contributing over 200 million masks, many of them the critical N95 masks, which were donated by non-profits and governments across the globe. This influx of foreign masks in the early phase was very helpful in protecting the Chinese healthcare personnel and in limiting the spread of the virus. Thus, the donations demonstrated the effectiveness of international support in keeping the spread of infection under control. 

China, today, appears to have controlled the outbreak within its borders. It is the largest producer and exporter of N95 masks in the world, with a capacity of producing over 100 million masks a day. There are also reports that several billion masks are currently being held in reserve. China now has an opportunity to help other nations as it had been helped. 
It would bring to China great prestige and credit to immediately release large numbers of N95 masks in storage to countries like Italy, Spain and the USA, which are in desperate need. 

Recent reports indicate that China is  not providing nearly enough help during this crisis. If this is true, the international community must join with China and seize the opportunity to sell, purchase, donate and deliver the necessary masks to the countries in greatest need.

We, the undersigned, hereby ask that at least 200 million of the truly protective N95 masks be exported from China immediately. We urge China and countries in need to come together, to support one another and to share resources that are critical to fighting this scourge. Only global collaboration can ensure the survival of doctors, nurses and all healthcare workers. They are the genuine heroes in a worldwide fight against an all too often deadly virus that is oblivious to national borders.



























