Dear Prime Minister Trudeau and Deputy Prime Minister Freeland, 

2020 has already become a year defined by devastating impacts of climate change. While we celebrated the ambition of countries — including Canada — that demanded the enshrinement of 1.5℃ in the Paris Agreement, it is increasingly clear that even this is a compromise with deeply tragic implications for the world’s climate vulnerable regions. 

The importance of leadership in the coming few years cannot be understated. Governments are lagging scandalously behind what science demands, and what a growing and powerful people-powered movement knows is necessary. 

There is enough carbon embedded in already operating oil, gas, and coal fields and mines to take us beyond 2℃, let alone 1.5℃. The implications of this are clear: there is no room for expansion of the fossil fuel sector. There is no room for the Teck Frontier tar sands mine. 


Projects that enable fossil fuel growth at this moment in time are an affront to our state of climate emergency, and the mere fact that they warrant debate in Canada should be seen as a disgrace. They are wholly incompatible with your government’s recent commitment to net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. And with clear infringements on First Nations rights, such projects fly in the face of rhetoric and purported efforts towards reconciliation.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  See Indigenous Climate Action Letter to Minister Wilkinson and Press Release] 


The response to the climate crisis will define and destroy legacies in the coming years, and the qualifications for being on the right side of history are clear: an immediate end to fossil fuel financing and expansion along with an ambitious and just transition away from oil and gas production towards zero carbon well before mid-century.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  See The Lofoten Declaration: www.LofotenDeclaration.org ] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]As recipients of the Nobel Prize, we call on you and your cabinet to act with the moral clarity required by the state of this crisis and reject the proposed Teck Frontier mine proposal. 

Sincerely, 

[Signatories] 






