Dear …

We are writing to invite you to sign the attached letter, joining former heads of state and government and other Nobel laureates from around the world, to encourage President Biden to support a proposal to temporarily suspend patent rules on Covid-19 vaccines, an action that is vital to bringing an end to the pandemic for all.  Physicians for Human Rights has joined the People’s Vaccine Campaign which is leading this effort. So far more than 30 former heads-of-state and government as well as several Nobel Laureates have signed.

We have reached a critical moment where the end of the pandemic is in sight, but a global vaccine supply that is highly unequal risks prolonging the pandemic. True global cooperation is now necessary. The letter encourages President Biden to back a proposal by South Africa and India at the World Trade Organization (WTO) – for which there is already great support from over 100 governments worldwide, and has the endorsement of leaders such as Dr. Tedros, Director-General of the World Health Organization. 

As the letter outlines, this move would be vital to hastening an end to today’s pandemic, by helping to overcome global manufacturing barriers resulting from current monopolies on the vaccines, and is in the health and economic interests of the U.S. and countries across the globe. The letter follows the highly encouraging news that the Biden Administration is reconsidering its position at the WTO. 

To this end, the letter is both encouraging and offering support to the Administration to take this decision. We aim to publish the letter in the U.S. press later next week. This letter follows multiple research and advocacy initiatives by the People’s Vaccine Alliance, including a highly-publicized letter in May 2020 of world leaders in support of the principles that underpin this letter. 
We believe that your support to this letter would be highly strategic and greatly valued. We would be grateful to hear back from you by the end of day on Monday if at all possible.

Sincerely

Joe Stiglitz and Rich Roberts

